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Southeast Region Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Biologist
• AIS Response

• Guide response to new, high profile AIS findings within 
or in close proximity to surface water resources

• AIS Prevention
• Pathways management: Organisms in Trade 

• Regional Point of Contact (SE)
• AIS grant administration, technical assistance
• Monitoring, research, data management
• Outreach, education

• ‘Other duties as assigned’ 

Jamie 
Vandenlangenberg



Responding to new invasive aquatic plants
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Who/What/Where/When/How? 

What else do we know about the aquatic plant community in the lake? 

Is there ongoing management?

Do we have a comprehensive lake plan or aquatic plant management plan? Is it up to date?

Who can help?!?



Responding to new invasive aquatic plants
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Species-specific considerations – 
• Widespread species, or new to the state/region? Chances of re-introduction events?
• Potential to impact navigation/recreation? Native plant community?
• Are there control methods? Are there side-effects to native species?

Considering disturbance carefully – invasives thrive in disturbed systems 

Setting realistic expectations – true eradication is typically not attainable

Learning (over time) system-specific trends and impacts – When needed, adaptive management



Starry Stonewort
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Native to Eurasia, present in N. America since 1978

Unique macroalgae species – not a true plant! 
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Starry Stonewort in WI
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2014 – first discovery (Little Muskego Lake)

Now present in ~39 WI waterbodies

Requires hard water conditions

Unique management considerations
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Response – Starry Stonewort
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Relatively short stature compared to other aquatic plants = less 
likely to cause navigational/recreational impediments

Full eradication is not a realistic management goal 

Dept. not currently supportive of chemical use on SSW

Ideal scenario = integrate into aquatic community of the lake 
without unduly displacing native plants or impeding nav/rec 



Response – Starry Stonewort
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Build understanding of population dynamics in the system – PI surveys, citizen 
monitoring, learn from other groups, etc.

If management is warranted - Containment-based management approach, 
using selective methods (hand-removal, DASH)

Framework to address :
• Nuisance conditions as they arise (nav/rec impeded)
• When located in high traffic/shallow areas (ie. boat launch, channels)
• How monitoring will be done
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Early Detection & Response grants
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• Surface Water Grant Program → Rolling deadline, outside of typical grant cycle

• Available for new findings of AIS, emphasis on NR40 ‘prohibited’ species (i.e. SSW)

• Grant activities flexible
• Monitoring, control, outreach/education, prevention
• Must be done in close coordination with Dept. staff

• $25,000 max award, 75% state / 25% grantee cost share ($33,450 total project costs)
• Cost share can be cash or in-kind donated labor/equipment

 



Early Detection & Response grants
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• Short term: 
Potential EDR grant activities at Beulah: 
• Monitoring + control of SSW located at launch and/or high traffic channels
• Full lake PI in 3 years to track lakewide population
• Outreach/education to lake residents/users

• Long-term: 
• Updated APM plan will outline framework/triggers for SSW mgmt. at Beulah, as part 

of overall ongoing lake management activities 
• Build and maintain a resilient system – minimize removal of native species

 



The Big Picture 
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https://healthylakeswi.com/ 

https://healthylakeswi.com/
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Patrick Siwula, SE Region AIS 
Biologist

Patrick.Siwula@wisconsin.gov
(920) 400-9172
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